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LOCAL NOTICE TO MARINERS 
No. 26/2026 

 
 

 

POOLE BAY SEASONAL RESTRICTIONS 
 

MARINERS ARE ADVISED that the yellow buoys protecting users of beaches in Poole Bay will be deployed 
during late April by BCP Council. Where they also fall within statutory Harbour Limits (including Sandbanks 
Beach west of Flag Head Chine), they are indicated below using yellow icons.  

 
 

 
 

 

All watercraft entering or leaving the 
harbour entrance via the East Looe Cut 
should remain seaward of the yellow 
buoys and shoreward of the red lateral 
markers (North Hook and East Looe 4). 
More info on East Looe Cut is at LNTM 52 
of 2024.  Council seaside byelaws and 
rules are in force in this area in addition 
to Poole Harbour byelaws and the 
national Watercraft Order 2023.  
 
Watercraft venturing shoreward of the 
line of yellow buoys must not: 

• exceed 6 knots 

• land on or launch from the beach  

• be left at anchor unattended 

• annoy or endanger beachgoers 

• enter any lifeguarded areas marked 
by the RNLI red and yellow flags  

 
Watercraft users are reminded that 
Radar and CCTV recordings are active in 
this area 24-7. Beyond harbour limits, 
PHC will also support BCP Council and 
Dorset Police with their enforcement. 
 

Owners, Agents, Charterers, Marinas, Yacht Clubs and Recreational Water Sport Organisations should 
ensure that the contents of this Notice are made known to the masters or persons in charge of their 
vessels or craft. This notice is self-cancelling on retrieval of the buoys in the Autumn but mariners should 
be aware the relevant PHC and BCP Council byelaws apply year-round. 
 
HARRY GREGORY 
HARBOUR MASTER  
All active Local Notices are available here: www.phc.co.uk/safety/local-notices-to-mariners 
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