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Despite economic change since the last edition
was published, the statutory requirement to
maintain safety of navigation and environmental
protection in Poole Harbour has not diminished in
any way. In fact with changes to legislation the
impetus has only increased. 

I am delighted to say that the Marine incident
record in Poole Harbour has consistently been
excellent which was highlighted in a recent study
conducted by the Department for Transport.
Over the past 5 years there have been 259
incidents (including near misses) compared to an
estimated 1.1 million vessel traffic movements.
During this period there was 1 serious incident
and 20 moderate incidents with the remainder
being minor. Congratulations to all who use
Poole Harbour for work or pleasure, my team
and the vast majority of Poole Harbour Users
who have helped maintain an excellent record
over the years.

Every year it is worth reminding ourselves that
although our marine safety record continues to
remain positive, we must never be complacent.
The statistics indicate that the vast majority of
Poole Harbour users navigate with caution and
abide by the rules and regulations that govern the
waters. The majority of Poole Harbour mariners
are prudent, prepared and mindful of others.

Although we all have a responsibility to
conduct our activities in the Harbour in a safe
manner, it is my duty to regulate all vessel
movements with the aim of minimising risk to
harbour users, the environment and property.
Poole Harbour Commissioners have an
experienced and highly qualified team of
professionals who work together to assist in the
day to day management, ensuring that the

diversity of Harbour users can coexist safely. 
Resources include Radar, VHF, Automatic

Identification System (AIS), improved CCTV and a
number of purpose built workboats and patrol
vessels. Procuring and maintaining these resources
come at a cost which is covered by vessel dues.
Harbour Dues are payable by all vessels in Poole
Harbour and I would like to remind all users that
the public right to navigation is dependent on the
payment of these dues. Harbour Dues can be
paid at the Harbour Office or at any marina or
yacht club in Poole Harbour. Alternatively why not
use our online payment service which can be
used via the PHC website mentioned below.

The latest vessel acquisition has been a personal
watercraft (jetski) which will be used to educate
and enforce if required. It is unfortunate that
occasionally the Harbour Authority has to
exercise its byelaw powers on individuals who are
a danger to themselves, others, property or the
environment. Prosecutions through the
magistrate’s court are sometimes necessary and I
would ask you to pay particular attention to the
précis of byelaws on pages 14 and 15.

Further safety information can be obtained
from the Poole Harbour Commissioners
website www.phc.co.uk which is regularly
updated. 

Continue to safely enjoy what Poole Harbour
has to offer and please contact me with your
thoughts, concerns, ideas to improve, questions
or anything else you may wish to discuss by
writing to the harbour office or by email using
pooleharbourcommissioners@phc.co.uk 

Captain Brian Murphy, Harbour Master

Introduction
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Welcome to the 13th edition
of the Poole Harbour Guide  





Navigational Safety Guidance
• Avoid sailing in the main navigational 

channels where possible, especially in 
poor visibility. Be aware of the effect of 
passing close to a large vessel. The 
displacement can pull the water from 
under you without notice.

• Give right of way to large vessels which 
are limited in their manoeuvring space.   
Remember they may have less room 
than is immediately apparent.

• If you have to proceed within the 
channel keep to the starboard (right 
hand) side.

• Be Alert ~ keep a sharp look out for 
vessels surveying, dredging and laying 

buoys or moorings. Look around you ~
especially astern.

• Watch your wash ~ even when you are 
proceeding within the speed limit, you 
may be creating a wash. Slow down 
whenever you see other vessel activity 
which could be affected, for example 
craft embarking passengers or 
youngsters in canoes.

• The International Regulations for 
Preventing Collisions at Sea apply to all 
vessels ~ including those racing.

• Take particular care with boats under 
sail, especially when they are racing.

• Be visible and make your intentions 
clear. You may think that you know 
exactly what you are doing and where 
you are going, but put yourself in the 
shoes of the Master of the cross channel 
ferry ~ does he know?

• You may see a large ship at all times, but 
if you disappear from the view of the 
Master of that ship you are too close, 

• Do not underestimate the speed of 
other ships. If your boat is slow you 
might not be able to take effective 
action to keep clear if you find yourself 
on a collision course. If in doubt, take 
avoiding action and take it early.

• Do not anchor or drift in any 
navigational channel or create an 
obstruction within the channels.

• Do not secure to, or obscure any 
navigational marks, buoy, beacon or stake.
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Kevin Dixon
Electrical Engineer

Battery Management Systems
Switch Panels & Circuit Breakers

Solar & Wind Power Installed
Alternator Systems & Regulators

Pumps, Motors, Fridges & Heaters
240V Mains Systems Installed

Galvanic & Anode Systems Tested

Tel: 01202 383 265
Mob: 0781 662 9915
39 Jolliffe Road, Poole, BH15 2EZ

Emergency & Breakdowns
Design • Installation • Commissioning
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Navigational Safety Guidance

Harbour Control
Poole Harbour Control is the first point of
contact for all commercial vessels and many
recreational craft using Poole Harbour.
Radar and CCTV covering a large part of
the Harbour from the Swash Channel
through to the Wareham Channel assist the
Harbour Control Officer in his task of
keeping watch on the various activities in
the Harbour, day and night. Radar, CCTV,
VHF and telephone conversations are all

recorded and can be used in any
investigation into incidents in the Harbour.

The Harbour Control Officer is an
experienced mariner and is your first
point of contact in any emergency in the
Harbour using:-
VHF Channel 14 or 16
Call sign: “Poole Harbour Control”
Telephone 01202 674801
Fax: 01202 440231
Email: harbourcontrol@phc.co.uk

If There’s an Accident
If you are involved in a marine

incident or accident, no matter how
minor, within Poole Harbour and its
approach channels, you must report
the fact to the Harbour Authority as

soon as possible.

Standard report forms are available in
the Harbour Office but an initial
report should be made to Poole

Harbour Control or to the Harbour
Master’s patrol launch, call sign

‘VIGILANT’ on VHF Channel 14

A.W. BYRDE & ASSOCIATES
Local Yacht & Small-Craft Surveyors

Associate Member of the YBDSA
MCA Coding~Pre-Purchase, Insurance 
& Damage Surveys~Supervision etc.

Motor~Sail~GRP~Steel~Timber
Tel: 01929 480064   •   Mobile: 07831 430342  

Fax: 01929 481304 
Email: yachtsurvey@btopenworld.com

Web: www.yacht-survey.biz
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• The Swash Channel from the Bar Buoy 
to the Chain Ferry

• The Haven Channel from the Chain 
Ferry to 16 buoy

• The Middle Ship Channel, from 16 buoy
to Stakes Buoy

• The Turning Basin, off the Ferry Port 

• The Little Channel from Stakes to 
Poole Bridge

All recreational craft should take particular
care of these areas, and must avoid impeding
larger vessels which can navigate only within
these channels. The North Channel is not
maintained by dredging and is used by
commercial shipping only in an emergency.

See Pull-out Chart for details

The Harbour
Entrance
The entrance is the most hazardous area of
the harbour and special vigilance and care is
required when passing through. It is only 300
metres wide, with very strong tidal streams
particularly at spring ebb and a slow moving
chain ferry operates at its narrowest point.

Sailing vessels so fitted please use your
engines when transitting the entrance. It
may be a source of pride to you to achieve
this under sail alone, but it is not safe when
congested, and imposes greater risk to
other users, especially when the wind is light
and the stream strong.

Anticipate the chain ferry’s movements. 
A black ball hoisted at the forward end 

will indicate its intention to move off the
slipway. The white flashing strobe light will
be activated to indicate the direction of
movement when the engines are engaged.
The chain ferry operates to a schedule and
has right of way, so please think ahead and
try and pass well clear astern of it.

Remember that the chains will be taut
in front of the ferry and that they are
also a hazard at the rear.

Dinghies sailed by trainees should be
towed through the harbour entrance 
until they are in clear water outside. 

Do not lay any mooring, fishing equipment
or any other item which may create a
hazard to navigation.

Main Shipping Channels
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The Harbour Commissioners have enacted
a byelaw that gives the chain ferry right of
way over all craft except those under
pilotage. Basically, this mean that all craft
under 50 metres in length will be required
to give way to the chain ferry.

The Chain Ferry byelaw came into force on
3rd September 2005 and was fully
promulgated by the issue of a Local Notice
to Mariners (No. 14/2005), a notice on the
PHC website and publicity to all marine
authorities, clubs and organisations within
the Harbour. Craft should keep well clear
passing astern and should never attempt to
pass close ahead.

Be extremely careful where the chain
ferry crosses at the harbour entrance.
When approaching the ferry crossing point,
anticipate its direction of movement and plan
your course of action well in advance.

Take particular note of the tide strength
and direction because it is at its strongest
in the harbour entrance and can often have
a greater effect than the wind upon vessels
under sail alone.

There is a very real danger of being
swept down onto the ferry under these
conditions. Remember, the ferry can do
very little to get out of your way.

As a guide, ferry crossing times are on the
hour from the Haven Hotel (north) side
and every twenty minutes from thereon
from 07.00 hours to 23.00 hours all year,
except Christmas Day. 

From the Studland (south) side, crossing
times start at 07.10 hours and then every
twenty minutes until 23.10 hours. At peak
periods, this schedule may change when a
continuous shuttle is normally run.

The Chain Ferry has Right of Way!
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Local Notices to Mariners are issued by
the Harbour Master on a regular basis to
inform mariners of any operations or
works taking place in the harbour which
may affect the safety of navigation.

These are distributed to all the marine
operations involved in the harbour area, as
well as adjacent Harbour Masters, 
local marine offices and notice boards 
at harbour access points. Acquaint yourself
with the location of these 
notices and check regularly for new 
and relevant information.

Local Notices may be obtained from the
Harbour Office in New Quay Road, or the
Poole Quay Boat Haven Office on Town
Quay or on the PHC website.

Channel Marks
All navigational marks in Poole Harbour
conform to IALA Region ‘A’ System of
Buoyage and are positioned as shown in
the latest editions of Admiralty Chart 2611
and Imray Laurie Y23.

Buoys are numbered consecutively from
the seaward end of the Swash Channel,
Poole Bar Buoy being No1. Buoys marking
the port hand side of the channel have

even numbers and the buoys on the
starboard side have odd numbers.

Following a major channel improvement
project carried out in 2006, there has been
a revision of some channel marks and
some light characteristics as well as a re-
numbering of Swash, Middle, North,
Wareham and Holes Bay Channel Buoys.
All changes were promulgated by
Admiralty and Local Notices to Mariners. 
A new edition of Admiralty Chart No.
2611 was published in August 2006.

Minor channels are marked with stakes,
the colours and top marks of which
conform to the IALA System of Buoyage.
All stakes are fitted with luminous tape,
two stripes on the port marker, one stripe
to starboard.

Navigational Safety Guidance
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Local Notices to Mariners

FLAT, FOLDED AND CURVED WINDOWS, SCREENS,
GUARDS IN ACRYLIC / POLYCARBONATE
CONTROL PANELS, SWITCH PANELS etc
IN METAL OR ACRYLIC
ENGRAVING, SILKSCREEN PRINTING
SIGNS, LABELS

e: enquiries@precisionunits.co.uk

www.precisionunits.co.uk
G l o u c e s t e r  R o a d , P a r k s t o n e , D o r s e t  B H 1 2  2 A P

Tel: 01202 741664

•
•
•
•

ElvyElvy
INTERNATIONAL MARINE & HEAVY HAULAGE

Boat Transport
Contact: Malcolm Elvy, 45 Hightown

Gardens, Ringwood, BH24 3EG

Tel: 01425 470874 & 07860 811586
Email: elvytransport@aol.com



Précis of Relevant Byelaws
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Byelaws are essential tools for the 
safe management of the Harbour. 
While it is the Harbour Commissioners’
policy to educate, it is unfortunate 
that prosecution action in the courts 
is necessary for those who refuse to
behave in a responsible manner. 
These are the important byelaws 
which affect recreational users.

1 All vessels shall conform to the orders 
and directions of the Harbour Master.

2(a) Every vessel shall be navigated with 
care and caution and at such speed 
and in such manner as not to endanger
the lives or cause injury or be a 
nuisance to persons or endanger the 
safety of or cause damage to other 
vessels, moorings, buoys, beacons or 
other property.

2(aa) Vessels shall not be navigated at a 
speed exceeding 10 knots through 
the water.

2(b) Vessels shall not be navigated at 
speed exceeding 6 knots in the Little 
Channel, between the Quays and in 
Holes Bay.

2(bb) No person shall engage in board sailing
within the Middle Ship Channel or 
within the Haven Channel without the
Harbour Master’s written consent. 
Persons intending to cross these 
channels shall do so by the shortest 
possible route and so as not cause an 
obstruction to other vessels navigating 
in the channel.

2(e) No person shall engage in water 
skiing, ascending by towed kite or 
parachute, or use a jet ski or 
hovercraft except with the written 
permission of the Harbour Master.

12 Masters of vessels shall not obstruct or
interfere with public landing places.

Chain Ferry Byelaw
Priority between chain ferry and 
other vessels. All vessels navigating
in the Harbour which are not 
subject to compulsory pilotage 
shall give way to the chain ferry.



15

Byelaws

Exemptions from
Speed Limit
From time to time you will see craft
exceeding the speed limit through the
harbour. The following list of vessels have
permission to exceed the speed limit in the
circumstances described:-

Police Vessels

Harbour Patrol Vessels – VANGUARD,
VANDYKE (Standby Pilot Boat), VIGILANT,
SURVEY ONE, VIXEN (RIB), VIPER (PW).
These craft will all patrol within the speed
limit under normal circumstances, but will
respond to emergencies, byelaws and other
infringements at high speed.

RNLI Lifeboat and Inshore Rescue Boat
~ When on rescue or lifesaving operations.

Coastguard RIB ~ When on rescue or
lifesaving operations.

Royal Marines ~ Employ a number of 
fast training craft and will exceed the 
speed limit when on operational duties. 
They will normally fly the White Ensign 
on these occasions.

Test Run Area ~ The half mile ‘Test Run’
between Nos. 36 and WH 2 buoys in the
Wareham Channel is for the testing of
‘production craft’ (e.g. Sunseeker) when sea
conditions outside the Harbour are
unsuitable. These boats have to be launched
and tested on a regular basis, often to meet
important export schedules. If you have a 
legitimate need to use this facility apply to
the Harbour Master. Unauthorised high
speed use of this facility will be considered 
a breach of the speed limit byelaw.

The Speed limit of 10 knots is
applicable throughout the year, but 
is relaxed in the Wareham Channel,
Middle Ship and North Channels only
between 1 October and 31 March.

PLEASE NOTE
Radar, CCTV, VHF communications
and telephone conversations to
Harbour Control are recorded for
safety and training purposes


