
Bait digging can cause serious damage to 
the mudflats and wildlife in Poole Harbour

The collection of bait for fishing 
has taken place for hundreds of 
years.  The public right to fish 

includes the right to dig bait for 
one’s own use, although there is no 

public right to dig to sell 
commercially.

Increasing pressures around the 
coast make it more important that 

diggers follow guidelines in order 
to ensure bait digging can continue 

now, and in the future.

Please don’t 
    leave holes like this!
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Treat the mudflats and the wildlife around 
Poole Harbour sensitively

Please leave 
  the mudflats like this!

Poole Harbour Steering Group ask

For Further Information Contact:

Secretary to the Steering Group 
C/O Poole Harbour Commissioners

Harbour Office
20 New Quay Road

Poole
Dorset

BH15 4AF

Tel: 01202 440200

in Poole Harbour

Bait 
Diggers

Supported by the


